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To the Meſſengers , Elders and 
Brethren of all the Baptized 
Congregations in England, a 
Well-wiſher to Piety and Mo- 
deration, ſendeth Greeting. 


Honour'd Sirs, 


S Difemilitude appears m the Faces 
A of all Men, difference and diverſity 


do in their Mandsq. and both, per- 
haps, are the Effes of Origmal Tranſgreſ- 
fon ; I could not therefore preſume to refify 
ind reform ſo grand an1 radical a Diſorder 
as either of them ; However, ſince Tempe- 
rance 7s a Chriſtian's Duty ; Let your Mo- 


deration ſaith the Apoſtle, be known 4o all 


Men, Phil: 1v. 5. and Cicero cou'd tell us, 
Temperentiam efſe moderatricem om- 
num commotium ; Moderation is the 
Means of compoſing Diſorders, I thought my 
Pen could not be better imploy'd, than in 
Eſaying to moderate the Spirits of Chriſti- 


| 1 Brethren in their different Sentiments of 
ſome -, 
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ſome Matters of Religion, which, I take 
to have in them more of T heory and She 
culation than Praffice, and therefore to be of 
leſs Neceſſity. | 
The Life of Religion conſiſteth in the 
Praftice of it, and of all the praftical Parts 
due to our fellow Creatures, Charity oh 
to be eminently courte1 ; The Apoſtle ſay, 
"ris the Bond of Perfection, 7. e. of Inte 
grity and Uprightneſs ; a Bond becauſe 'ti 
Obligatory to, and certainly produceth and 
maintains mutual Love ani Friendhi 
among all the Faithful, ſo that, as a Tre 
is known by its Fruit, a Righteous Mani 
diſcover d by his Aﬀions, in whom Charty 
to be ſure is always predominant ; for it bs 
ing theend of the Commandment, 1 Tin. 
1.5. all other Offices are comprehended mt, 
as Mercy, Kindneſs, Humblneſs, Meek 
neſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing and for 
giving on another, and conſequently at 
diffuſed and made manifeſt to all Men, ſutt 
ble to the diſcretion, capacity, and in ew!) 
operation of the Subject. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


Theſe being the evident Marks of t ly 


C karitable, and conſequently of holy and up 
Tz -[t Men. the contrary mu needs be thoſe 


| 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


of inſemcere and ungodly ; But I muſt not 
fere anticipate the deſign and ſcope of the Pa- 
per it ſelf, which, as I have already intimat- 
od, is to moderate Men's Heats and Preju- 
dices, ariſng from their different Apprehen- 


ſons, touching the Myſteries of Religion. 


And this T ſhall attempt two ways : Firſt by 
ſigning ſo many of my Reaſons as the time 
limited will permit to diſgeſt in any tolerable 
Meaſure, by which I think to make it appear, 
that the Errours charged upon Mr. M. C. 
are not ſo dangero:45 and deſtrutive to Relt- 
gion as his Adverſaries inſinuate ; nor ſo 
great, to merit Fire an1 Fagot, as ſome of the 
Party have affirmed, nor to be made the 
Bounds of Communion, not being ſimply per- 
utious to any part of Chriſtianity, © eſpcetally 
the eſſentials of it, which is the principle Con- 
fideration. And then I ſhall endeavour to diſ- 
cover, and repreſent thoſe Perſons in their 
proper Colours, who have been the chief Fo- 
menters of theſe unhappy Differences among ſt 
the Brethren, and they being found to be ſome 
of the worſt of Men, muſt needs be managed 


by other Deſygns then the Intereſt of Religi- 


om, tho' that be made their Pretence. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
As for the general Body of Proteſtors, | 


would fain know what they have to perſak 


an impartial enquirer, that the part of undy, 
frening Perſons was afted by them, who has 
ing mov d, and brought it to the Vote, by whid 
they promiſed to be determin'd, whether MM 
M. C's Notion , ſhould be examin'd an 
brought upon Tryal, rent off, and drew up 1 
Proteſtation againſt the general Aſſembly 
notwithſtanding, becauſe it paſſed in the Ne 
gative ; I appeal to all unprejudicated Perſms 
whether theſe Meaſures lay not a Founts 
tion to juſtify the greateſt Diſorder in i 
World. 

And as for Mr. Ruſlel, with what fac 


can he pretend Religion in the Caſe, when iti 


well known he hath formerly profeſſed to be i 
Mr. C's Opinion, or ſomewhat near it ; an 
never made it a Crime till he was deny'd todf- 
ficiate in the Pulpit, and then indeed far Re 
wenge, I conclude, he fell in with the Proteſ 
ng Party, and became all of a ſudden one of 
the moſt zealous of the Party, which he bil 
always oppofed before ; we have therefore juſ 
Reaſon to conclute he laid hold of that Dif 
rence as the fitteſt Handle to further and brig 


about 
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his aſpiring and ambitious Deſigns by ; 
pin 7 th really, not to a onſci- 
enciouſly, changed his Opinion, it is not the 
aly alteration by ſeveral that he has made 3 
ſothat he had little rea or fo _ yy — 
wainſt Mr. Collins of late,and caſt Apoſtacy 
4 4 Cup, when ar had ſo fi pr 
ſdee ly drank of the Liquor. 

Th due conſideration of theſe Things, [ 
perſwade my ſelf will be ſufficient Motives, f 
down-right honeſt and truly Religious Perſons, 
who adhere to theſe Men, ſeriouſly to ponder 
whether they are not im oſed upon ; and for 
thoſe that have not made themſelves a Party, 
b reſent the fond partiality and diſorder of 


; | ſome of them, as mell as the Deſigns and In- 


treagues of others, ccording to thier deſarts, 
and merit of the Cauſe. 

If any enquire wherefore the Author hath 
concealed his Name, let them know, 'tis not 
becauſe he is aſham'd of it ; nor hath any per- 
ſmal grudge againſt the perſons deteCted ; 
But being neither in a publick Capacity, nor 
mmediately concern'd in the Controverſy, no 


God, not being related in the Goſpel to any 
, Church 
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farther then as it is in general the Cauſe of 


CO lt nw ce 


Church of the General Aſſociation, he mach 


ambitious to put his Name into Print 

'T ts not his Name; that 1s the thing to þ 
enquired after, but the Queſtion is whethy 
what he hath writ be of Conſtderation ; Th 
controvertal part is humbly tenderd by hin y 
the Judgment of the more knowing ; And th 
Matters of Fact, with a multitude of of, 
will be proved upon Mr. Ruflel, by Men, 
bers of ſeveral Congregations, dare he, orhi 


Friends, either Legally, or before both Aſen-| 


blies, call, and invite them to tt: 
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AN 


EXAME N, 


OF THE 


Pretences and Charadter 


OF 
Wirtiam RussEvL and Others. 


Mong all the Confuſions of this preſent Age, 

thoſe of the Churches are none of the leaſt ; 
their primitive Zeal, and priſtine Purity 
— ſeems to be wholly ſunk into Faction, ſecu- 
lar and carnal Intereſt, to the Great prejudice and 
ſcandal of Chriſtianity ; Religion now is generally mi- 
ſtaken, being taken to conliſt in airy Notions, and 
Speculations of the Brain, while the life, power and 
pratice of Godlineſs is little regarded, even by ſuch 
as Pretend the moſt to it. Cur:oſity is the Religion in 
Faſhion ; they who abound with Novelty, and con- 
ſume their time in diffuling their own 1dol:zed Faricies, 
are the Perſons and Parties chiefly courted, and beſt 
fuit the humour of the Age we live in. 

Never was the Talk of Religion more, nor the Li- 
ving it leſs, in the World : Seculum fertile religionis, 
ferile pietatis, The greateſt Smoak indeed is generally 
a fign of a ſmall Fire, always of a craſluleat, and both 
of the worſt of Fuel; and as no Fire makes ſo huge 
a crackling, nor ſends up ſo great a Flame, as thar 
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which hath Fuel the moſt ſapleſs and dry ; fo Th: 
who are the moſt zealous in defence of Punfilivs in 
Religion are commonly the worſt of en; for being 
ambitions of diſtinguiſhing Charafers have no other 
Qualifications to recommend them, as for a holy and 
pious Life, Righteouſneſs, and a peaceable Diſpoſition, 
they are no parts of their Controverſy ; It Men do 
but ſay with them, they may live ſo too, or e'n how 
they pleaſe, that's not worth their Inſpe&tion. Theſe 


are the only Men, at leaſt the moſt fiery and ſtreny- 


ous of them, that make unneceſſary Explications of 
profound and ſublime Miſteries, the bounds of Chri- 
ſtian Communion ; as tho' a Man could not be a Chri- 
ſtian, that hath, or hath not entred into the Diſquiſi- 
tion of the Divine Nature, and thence is not able to 
ſay he conceives how three diſtin& Perſons are, and 
ſubſiſt in one individual Eſſence ; and yet there are 
ſcarce any Natural Phenomena's inthe material World, 
which themſelves are able to reſolve.They cannot tell 
us the connexion and cement of the ſeveral Particles 
of Matter; nor inform us of the manner of the 
Heavenly Luminaries, ſubſiſting without the ſupply 
of Fuel for ſo many Ages ſucceſſively ; nor how the 
Sun annually returns without exceeding the Bounds 
of the Tropicks, whereby the World is preſerved by 
its vital Heat; and yet they pretend to diſcover how 
three ſeveral and diſtinft Perſons are eſſentially One in the 
Deity. They are ignorant of the means whereby Sub- 
ſtance ſupports its Accidents, but pretend to be Dottors 
in the manner of Three Perſons ſubſiſting in the Dame: 
F ſſencc,, and ſo they muſt all be who aim at Orthodoxy 
ſince that which is geuerally called ſo, canis in ht 
Explication of the ſacred Texts,and otherwiſe, he that 
barely believes their Unity is as Orthodox as they ; fo 
that the Queſtion now a days is not ſo much whether 
we are Trimitarians, as whether we hold that Article 
in the Orthodox Senſe, 7. ec. in a certain received Ex- 

plication. 
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plication. And henee It is, that inſtead of a Chriſti- 
20 forbearance one with another in this Matter, a mat- 
ter in which the whole Chriſtian World is at odds,and 
cannot agree with it ſelf, nothing but Gall and Bitter- 
neſs appears in the Spirits of theſe Men we are ſpeak- 
ing of all are Anathematized by them, and damned 
to the Pit of Hell, that ſpeak not the common Langu- 
age, and run with the Current. 

'Tis greatly to be lamented, ſo few are content 
with the dimenſum God hath been pleaſed to afford, 
and ſo many touched with the Itch of Ambition, who 
are for doing ſomething or other whereby they may 
benumbered, if not among the Wiſe and truly Pious, 
yet among, the Scribes and Diſputers of this World ; 
that make it their Buſineſs todiſturb the quiet and re- 
poſe of the Churches, by ſowing the Seeds of diſcord 
and fomenting differences in Mens apprehenſions 
about the Miſteries of Religion. But Ithinkthe deſigns 
of theſe Men would be greatly obſtruaed, would 
Chriſtians confine themſelves to the Expreſſions of 
Scripture, and ſpeak of ſupernatural Things always 
in the Language of Divine Revelation : For there is 
great danger of being ſwallow'd up in the Ocean of 
Errour, to put to Sea in the Capacious Vellel of Ex- 
plications, and the Enemies of Chriſtianity as well as 


. thoſe ofthe Bleſſed Trinity have no greater Advantage 


againſt both, than from our own Broils and Diſſegti- 
ons; nor are they wanting to improve it. * 

Bnt notwithſtanding all this, I will not condemn for 
Hereticks, thoſe of a contrary Mind, who are not con- 
tent here, but proceed farther, and pretend to ex- 
plicate the manner of the Three Perſons ſubſiſt ing in the 
Godhead, by which they fall into the exploded Errors 
of Tritheiſm, Polytheiſm, Sabellianiſm, &c. For theſe 
very Men explicitely own the ſame God that we do, the 
lame Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the ſame Holy Spirit, tho 
d) their Explications of the Bleſſed Trinity they Implicitly 
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deny them ; For ſome of them make ſeveral Gods, 0. 
thers the three Divine Perſons in the Deity, to be only 
three Denominations, Modes or Relations, whereby they 
infallibly demonſtrate the thing to be a 2/4feery, and 
themſelves but fallible Men. 

From hence it is evident, we ought to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt an Article of Faith, and the manner of ex- 
plaining it, ſo that a Man may quit his Explication, 
as DoQor South affirms, without parting with the 4r- 
ticle it ſelf, and conſequently he may retain both the 
Article and Explication together. Let us put an Ex- 
ample in another Caſe. There is at this Day a very 
great conteſt among ſome learned and eminent Men, 
touching the human Sol, both Parties allow there is 
ſuch a Thing in Man, but the Diſpute is concerning 
the Subſtance of it, ſome of them will have it to be In- 
material, and conſequently Immortal ; others Mater, 
for ſay they, a material Subſtance by the Omnipoteng 
of God, may have a Power of thinking ſuperadded to 
it: No ſay the former, that deſtroys the very Notion 
of the Soul, both as to its Being, and Immortality ; for 
the Notion implies an immaterial and immortal Being, 
Whatever it implies ſay the latter, an erroneous 
Explication with reſpe& to its Subſtance, does not de- 
ſtroy the Notion of the Souls Exiſtence ; for neither 
doth its Being or Immortality conſiſt in its Explicat- 
on, this may be falſe and erroneous, when the Belief 
of the Thing it ſelf; and of its immortality may be 
real and Orthodox. For the Soul may both exiſt and 
be immortal, tho? it be not immaterial ; for God, ſay 
- they, conld as well make a thinking and immortal 
Subſtance of Matter, as he can change our groſs and 
mortal Bodies into ſpiritual and immortal Subſtances. 

Now let us apply this to the Caſe before us. Mr. 
A. C.is accuſed of Hereſy by HW. Ruſſel and others, be- 
cauſe he errsin his Explication of the Subſtance of our 
Blejjcd Lord, He profelles he is not able to _— 

on 
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*+is poſſible for Chriſt to be Eſſentially One with the 
_ ekry Holy Ghoſt, and yet be perſenally droerſſed 
without 1ndividuation, nor how he can be without Sr: 
and participate of the Human Subſtance,which is all over 
tainted and polluted with Sin. But at the ſame time 
he expreſly owns the perſonal Exiſtence of Chriſt ,, for 
he firmly Believes that the Perſon which bears the ap- 
pellation of Feſus Chriſt in the Holy Scripture, is real- 
Iy the Son of God,the Creator and Saviour of the World,nay 
that he participates both of the 4:vine and humanMNatures. 

But here I expe& Mr. .C's. Adverſaries will obje@, 
that for all th: he expreſly denys the Trimty in the Or- 
thodox Senſe, which is a fundamental Article of the Chri- 
fian Religion, and therefore is an Hererick. 

Suppoſe the Dofrine of the Trinity be a fundamer- 
tal Artxcle of Faith, yet the firmdamentum doth not con- 
ft in the Explication, but in the Realzry of the Thing, 
ad conſequently Hereſy relates to the Article it ſelf, 
ad not to the Explication. So that the Queſtion be- 
ag; whether the Do#rine of the Trinity in the Senſe 
ommonly called Orthodox be a fundamental of the Chri- 
fien Religion, I anſwer No; taking Fundamentals to 
be Points neceſſary to Salvation, or Prejudicial to a 


-holy and ſpiritual Lif + ; becauſe that Senſe is only 


of Human Definition, and not explicitly found in the 
«riptures, which I conclude, do expreſly con- 
tain all Things neceſſary to Salvation. The Sum, Sub- 
farce and Marter of it indeed is ſufficiently expreſſed 
In facred Writ, ſo as no Man profeſling the veracity of 
the Scripture can deny it, viz. The Unity of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, but it is no. where expreſly 


fad in Scripture, that this Unity conſiſts in the ſame 


maivided, and Identical Eſſence, and therefore it is no 
Fundamental part of our Faith. That the Definition 
of the Church is neceſlary to Salvation is an old Relique 
of the Romiſh Church, and in other Matters has been 
long ligesſhicred the Proteſtant World, and ought 
WS : to 


(6) 
co be in this, the Reaſon of the Thing having thi Dot 
Foundation, that Men are to be their own Judgeajy he + 
Matters of Religion. ici 

Suppoſe again it be a fundamental Article, ye i} Tht 
is not ſuch a fundamental One, in which Chika, [be 
is placed: If it be, then choſe who by falſe ante, | th 
roneous Explications run into Tritheiſms, Polytheiy Hiy 
Sabellianiſm, &c. Unchriſtian themſelves ; for inqj. | 

citly. they deny not only the Dofrine of the 7, 0% 
rity, but alſo the very Being of God. And thoſethy [6 
through zegle# or want of Capacity have not entred iy 
to the diſquiſition of the Orthodox Senſe of the Triny (8the 
are not to be eſteemed Chriſtians, becauſe they cam © 
believe that which they have not coxſidered, and which [i * 
is made an eſſential part of Chriſtianity. So that x |*54 
cording to theſe Perſons Notion, Chriſtian Commurg [10a 
is confined to a very narrow Compaſs; for what wi |#th0! 
the variety of Explications, and the Multitnde of In. be 
rant People, there's ſcarce One in a Hundred, to pak [1 9 
modeſtly, that profeſs a Trinity in the Orthodox Sm, |) 
And I will be bold to ſay, could we come to knon | 5 
the Sentiments of each of theſe Perſons, who make { | Nut 

great a Noiſe againſt the Hereſy of 21. C. the great |*C: 

part would be found Hereticks, or at leaſt no Chi arg 

ans being either erroneous or ignorant in this Matter, #910! 

If then the Fundamentum of the Chriſtian DofirmF' 40 
conſiſt in the belief of the Unity of the three Dinin ÞtG! 

Perſons, he that gives his real and unfeigned aſſent, tend 

to the being of God, Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, and ÞXlie 

believes that theſe three are One, or the Trimty in Un- the ( 
ry, as M4. C. doth, allows the Article of the Trimtyu ly of 

the Subſtance of it, as he that aſſents to the Exiftanr®* 0 

and Immortality of the Soul, fundamentally grantstht f'v ſo 

Article it ſelf, though he be ignorant of its Suhſtov, Þ 

or denys it to be Immaterial, And ſo again, hethatg** if 

believes that Chriſt 1s Emanxel, and owns Re tec 


Sacerdotal and Prophetical Offices, believes the - 1] e 
Doftrmt 
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this] Doffrine relating to. the Perſon of our Bleſſed Lord in 
wal the Subſtance of it, and as much as the Scripture ex- 
"|plicitly requires. | 

. Theſe are ſome of the Reaſons, wherefore I take 2/.C. 
""[obe Sound and Chriſtian in the main and ſubſt antial Parts 
x. \d the Orrhoaox Faith, relating to the Do&rine of the 
n Holy Trinity, and the Perſon and Offices of our Bleſ- 
mol. [64 £07; viz. that he firmly believes the Un:ty of the 
T 


: [Divine Perſons, and that Chriſt is Emanuel, the Son of 
-the Gu, and the Saviour of the World. | And let me add 
; ſfrther, that thereby he doth :»»plicitly allow him God 
ini inthe Orthodox Senſe, becauſe thoſe Denominations im- 

Myy'as much, though he does not apprehend it, as he 
mhic fiat allows the Exiftence of God doth implicitly grant, 
t xc. [|£i$2 Being finite and Inmenſe in all his Arrributes. 
ana [that I do not ſee but A. C. is full out as excuſable, 
ith [atboſe who profeſs to own explicitly the Arricle of the 


Im- kſed Trinity, but ſubvert and deſtroy the Notion of it, 
rel WF eſpouſeng ſome erroneous and heretical Explication or 
Sf, 1®", 25 "tis too ſcandalouſly evident, Dr. Sherlock, 
know (- How, and a Multitude of others do. 

ke < | But the Proteſting Party, for ſo the Adverſaries of 
ext} [C. calls themſelves, have another 

iſ Parge againſt him. They ſay * this * A Pampbler 
atter, Potion of 27. C's. 1s the Conſequence lately ſent a- 
Frin Þf another of his Errours, namely, broad ro make 
Jive Ft God is a limited Being. 1 donot Proſelytes. 

Cent, rad to juſtify this Notion ; nor do + 

\ an Kklieve 3L, C. holds it. If he does I am ſure it is, 
; Uri- [ite Conſequence of it, a contradi&ion to the, Be- 
livin 00g of God, ( according to the beſt Notions we can 
far (Te of it ) which he firmly believes notwithſtand- 
tothe 1 ſo that his Hererodoxy and Contradi&ion, reſults 
oe 1m bis own Weakneſs and Inapritude of Apprehenſton. 
ethatÞadif he is not able to form an Idea of Subſtance ah- 
Rd PRed from Matter and Form, ſuppoſe him to be 
"hepquinted with any but groſs and material Con- 
offrint ceptions 


(8) 


ceptions of Things, I don't conceive he is preſet 
to be given up to Satan. Thoſe that Anathemaie| 


him for it, in effect tell us, they do it, becauſe þ 
wants a Soul of as large a Size and Dimentingy 
theirs, and cannot apprehend what they are ahle y 
do ! Theſe are ſevere Lines, and too much favor 
a Perſecuting Spirit, Will they endeavour to ay. 
ſtrain Men to believe what they want Intelled fy 
and can they hope to ſucceed ? Has God deny'd 4 
lity, and will they pretend to infuſe it ? Or muſt 
believe ſo, becauſe they do ? Was not this their on 
Grievance and Oppreſſion 1n the late Times, anda 
they ſo ſoon forget it themſelves, as to becometh 
very Inſtruments of Perſecution. 

Had I nothing to offer to move my Brethren y 
Moderation in the Caſe of 24. C. but his ſpotleſs a. 
verſation, which hath ſo conſpicuouſly appear ad 
run through the whole: Vein and Courſe of his 
Chriſtian Pilgrimage, as not only to gain him tk 
Love, Reſpe& and Admiration of all his Friends, bt 
alſo extort . Approbation and Applauſe fromthe 
worſt of Men, and his moſt malicious and inveterat 


Enemies, this alone were enough to oblige the li 
cere lovers of Piety and Godlineſs ; to deal with hin 
very tenderly, and in a Spirit of Love and Chriſta 
ty, to endeavour to recover him of his Miſtake 
which, in Truth, I think they are, tho' not daryger 
ous, nor diſtructive toReligion : And yet, if. 
venture beyond what the Scripture explicitly afim; 
I conclude by dedutions trom ſeveral Places of it 
the Father, Sor, and Holy Ghoſt are efſentially One, hot 
ever I dare not impoſe it on other Men, nor wake 
the Bounds of Communion : tor I know no Drume Wa 
rant, To to do, but had rather confine my felt toll 
Belief of their Unity, which is exprelly delivered! 
SCrIpenre. : 


the 
of | 
Gi 


| Childiſh as old Father 21. their Preſident. 
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But they cry Blaſphemy, Blaſphemy, his Notion 1s 
' ntolerable ! Why Sirs, what's come to you? Are 
you frighted at the Blaſphemy of 24. C. and could ſo 
| Jong bear with the Blaſphemy of 7. T*s. Notion, which 
in the Conſequence of it makes God the Author of Sn, 
1nd deſtroys his Arrributes of Mercy and Juſtice, by de- 
termining all the A#ions of Men, whither Good or 
Foil, and by Elefting and Reprobating therti without 
Cmſideration of either. 
But wherein pray does 2. C. Blaſpheme ? Why in 
that he makes Jeſus Chriſt to be no more then a Crea- 
tare; and if he performs (ſay they) AQts of Divine 
Worſhip in his Name, then he is an Idolater too. If 
[underſtand 4. C's. Notion, and I think 1 have more 
reaſon to do it than any of them, having had more 
Opportunity : It is a falſe Charge to ſay that he 
makes Chriſt to be no more than a Creature only : for 
he believes that he participates both of the Divine and 
Human Natures. But perhaps theſe Zealots know 
not the difference betwixt Nature and Subſtance. If 
they de not, I think they are not competent Judges 
in the Caſe; if they do, I think their Conſciences 
were none of the tendereſt, that could ſo miſrepre- 
ſent him. | | 
As for their Reaſons by which they pretend to 
prove their Charge, they are juſt like themſelves, as 
It does 
not follow that 2. C. holds Chriſt to be but a meer 
Man, becauſe 2. C. in a Letter to F.W. calls thoſe 
Things precious Truths, for which F. W. had been 
dealt with ; for thoſe Words might not relate to eve- 
ty part of F. /*s, Opinion ; but only to that wherein 
he agreed with 17. C. nor indead could he allow 
them ſo to be, without a Contradiftion to his Notion 
of Chris Nature, which is a ſtrong Preſumption he 
Ud not. Nor doesit follow, becaute the Aſſembly did 
neither compel 2. C. to clear himſelf, nor put Amc- 
!y upon th2 Proof of his Afertion, that the God and 
| > Chriſt 
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Chrift which 24. C. Worſhips were none of hiz 
Should this proteſting Parties Packer fall into th 
Haads of Strangers to thoſe Aﬀairs, they would beat 
$o conclude theſe Perſons muſt needs be very ſtri&jn 
their Diſcipline reſpe&ing Morality, and the Prafiicy 
parts of Religion, who appear ſo very Hot and Zealoy 
tor the Theory and Notion of it. But alas they wouli 
be greatly miſtaken, and have cauſe to bleſs then. 
ſelves when they come to be acquainted, that notwith. 
ſtanding theſe Men exclaim againſt the general Af. 
ſembly, as conniving at, countenancing and abetting 
the Error of 24. C. becauſe they are of a Chriſtian. 
rit, and will not judge and condemn their Brethren, 
who difter from them in ſome Speculative Notions, ſp 
that they do not embrace Thoſe that are repugnant and 
deſtruftive to the life and prattice of Chriſtianity, yet 
they themſelves have received into their Aſſociation 
and Communion, a Perſon accuſed of a molt ſcandi 
ous and immoral Converſation. As of common and 
habitual Drunkenneſs ;- of attempting to force a civil 
and modeſt Woman at Hygare, in the preſence of two 
or three Perſons, and on the Bed of his fick Patient 
too: He made her Face to ware the Marks of his 
Diſpleaſure ſeveral Days afterwards, for reſiſting hs 
Luſt, nay was like to have ended her Days, had not 
a Man been called to her Reſcue; of eſſayingto 
handle a Gentlewomaa belonging to a certain Socl- 
ety of Chriſtians in Aco7-ſfields in a manner not fitto 
be mentioned, but her Modeſty forbad the libidineſts 
Deſign of lacivious Toying ; of being brought before 
a Juſtice of Peace in a very drunken Condition, who 
inform'd a Chriſtian Friend of the Matter, and that 


he nautiouſly ſavour'd of aver much Drinking \, of - | 


ing found in a publick Houſe by a Woman, a ver) 
good Friend of his, greatly diſordered with Drink, 
whom he groſsly abuſed with beaſtly Language 0! 
trequenting the Company of lewd Women, parti 
larly being left in a Tavern by a Miſs of the ”_ 
rl 


( 11) 
rifled of his Silverbeaded Cane,and Mony ; the occafio! 
of being dicovered, for ſenſible of his Condition 
te fram'd an [nvention to bear him in Countenance, 
but his 01d Maſter left him in the Ivrch, and his 
Crochet fail'd ; The dull Soul of a Vintner knew no 
reaſon but Juſtice Underhill ſhould pay his Score as 
well as another Man. Of Iacivions Actions, twpibes 
litu, to a Female Patient in Clorh-fair. The greateſt 
part of theſe Things, he hath been actually convicted 
of, and dealt with for, at ſundry Times, by a Church 
of Chriſt in Barbican, ſo that as he has been caſt off, 
more than once he hath been received upon pretence 
of Repeatance and Humiliation. There are abundance 
of other Matters I forbear to exhibit againſt him, but 
may, and prove them too if occaſion ferves, and he 
have the Courage to require it. 

But belide all theſe he was impleaded at the Bar of 
the general Aſſembly, (to the certain Knowledge of 
theſe Proteſtors, and at the very tune too they re- 
ceived him,) of willful Lying, immoderate Driaking, 
and being taken in the Company of a common Slut. 
The firſt of theſe is recorded in the Chnrch Book, and 
the latter in the Joarnals of Sir Sdward Clark, who 
was Lord Mayor elect at that time, The Copy take as 
follows, 


OfJob. 20. 1695. 


An Bird Alias Graham was brought before Sir Ed- 
ward Clark, by Ar. Chappel 4 Conſtable, on ſuſpicion of 
being a lewd Perſon, taken in the Company of- Ruſlel, 
mhom ſhe had pickt up ;, ſhe would give no account of her ſelf, 
ſhe was committed ro Wood-ſtreet Counter. Ar. Ruſſel 
Profeſſor of Phyſick in Barbican was the ſame Day convitted 


of Drunkenneſs upon Oath. 


Could any one have thought now, this Man would 
have had the Confidence to infinuate to the World in 
a Pamphlet publiſhed 1698. that the Church of Goſwel- 
freer ( becauſe forſooth they admoniſhed him to re- 
| Cz turn 
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turn to his Communion, 1.e. they meant, to make Ay. 
plication for it, that ſo they might the better call tin | 2? 
to Account) had nothing againſt him ; much leſs thx Ch 
the whole Body of Proreſtors, who pretend in their late - 

Packet to be mighty zealous and tender of God's Nan 

and Honour, would admit a Man under ſuch black ani 

ſcandalous Charatters into their Soczety, and confer on 

him too, the honour of Meſſenger and Elder. But 

above all who can account for their refuſal to compel 
him, when he deny'd with ſcorn and contempt, to r 
clear himſelf of theſe Charges, under the pretencethey | 
had not to do with him, being requir'd to do it by the Ri 
general Aſſembly ? F 
*'Tis manifeſt the General Aſſembly, behaved them- mh 
ſelves much like Chriſtians in the Cafe ; They would ho 
net ſo much as receive the Charge, til] he wasxc. | ,, 
quainted there was Matters againſt him, and delir'4to |; 
be there to hear them and defend himſelf, but this,s | c,, 
you have heard;he contemptuouſly rejected; Thenth | ,,; 
made their Application to the Party, deſiring ſome | ,,; 
judicious Perſens on each ſide might be deputed to hear | |, 
and conſider the Charges, and to remove all appear- | 
ance or ſuſpicion of Partiality, it was propoſed they | y,. 
ſhould be Country Men, but they did not "leaf aol 
neither ; then the General Aſſembly thought themſelves | pg, 
obliged to hear and determine the Matter, and as the | 
Reſult of all drew up this Letter, W, 
The General Aſſembly of Meſſengers, Elders, and | 
Brethren, meeting in Goſwel-ſtreer, &c. unto our Dif | |, 
ſenting Brethren at Whies- Ally, &. '- + © |þ 
Beloved Brethren, | in 
For as much as = William Ruſſel, a Members | pg 
your Society by the Teſtimony of ſeveral credible Wit- | oy 
neſles z proved in our Aſſembly ro be guilty of ſeveral, | re 
and great Immoralities, We have rhought meet, t0 a- | ot 
quaint you therewith, and do earneſtly deſrre you ſpeedilyto 1 
almon:ſh him thereof, and to ſuſpend hin from exerciſng | a 

; . bed bas 2. ally 
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ay Miniſterial Gift in the Churches of ar Lard Jeſus. 
Chriſt, and alſo further ro deal with him as God's Word 
lirefts in ſuch Caſes, 


Subſcribed in the Name, and by the Qr- 
der of the Aſſembly, Ry us, 


Jo. Amory, 
T ho. Bowes. 


After all this, the Party pretended to take. Cogni- 
ſince of the Matter, and ſele&ted a Perſon or two, that 
night be for the purpoſe, I will not ſay it was done 
by Partiatity of the whole, rather of particular Perſons, 
willing to reſpe&t and favour their own Image in 
nhomſoever they found it, interpos'd, and ſway'd by 
their Authority in the Caſe. The management of theſe 
delegated Perſons plainly diſcover'd a Deſignof clearing 
him right or wrong ; for inſtead of applying them- 
ſklves to the Aſſembly, which had made it their Boſt-. 
neſs to enquire into the Matter, to examine the Wit- 
teſſes, and were capable to prove the Charge upon 
0ath,away they go to the Tavern, where 'twas report- 
ed he was taken, which they took to be the beſt game 
they could play, for they wiſely conſidered how very 
wlikely it was that the Y/ztmer would impeach his Cu- 
ſtomers, and make Himſelf obnoxious to the Law. 
Well, here, they ſay, they were aſlured their Friend 
Wiliam Ruſſel had, not been within that Door (tho' by 
the way there are of the ſame Tavern in being, will 
teſtify he was Drunk if any Man ever was) this they. 
tought was ſufficient to clear up his Innocency, and 
tierefore away they come and make their Report 
where? t0 the General Aſſembly? No, no, that I tald 
ſou before:they refuſed to do, where then ? To their 
wn Aſembly ? no, not to them neither, but to a Con- 
rention of Ruſſel's own Creatures, that were come to- 
ther. to ſtifle the Matter, under the pretence of do- 
lng Juſtice ; theſe were the only Perſons he would be 
«countable to. They ſent to the Church indeed at 
| | Coſwel- 
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Gofwel-ſtreet to acquaint them, if any body had oupht 
to ſay againſt W. Ruſſel they ſhould attend the Church 
of Dean-ſtreet, Alias Ruſſcland his Schiſmaticks, A like 
ly matter truly, that any, unleſs they were beſatted, 
ſhould ſofar juſtify the Schiſm as toown thema Ching, 
or make them Judges in their own Caſe. All whichiz 
a plain evidence to me that they had no mind the Cafe 
ſhould come to the light of the Sun. I am ſure, thisve. 
ry Man and his Friends deny'd Mr. Colling's requeſt on 
the ſame ſcore, viz. They would not ſuffer the Chr 

at Wh;te's- Ally to appoint any Perſons to confer with 
thoſe that went from them, becauſe that would beto 
acknowledge them a Church, and hence let theme 
judged out of their own Mouths ; but to return, The 
Report being made, he isquited of the Charge, nemir 
contra dicente, a ſweet harmony among a company 
Schiſmaticks, I fancy it would have been a pleaſant ef 
to have heard him pronounced [mocerr. Could they in, 
Iwonder, becauſe the Yintner told them he was notmith: 
in his Doors, that he was not Drunk, nor in the Conpay 
of a Gilr, nor guilty of lying ? nor of all the otherthing 
the general Aſembly had found him guilty of and chargil 
him with. Or did the Yinrzer's Story invalidate the 
poſitron made in the affirmative ? The power of Der 
ſtreet Logick ! 

- But they endeavour to convert his drunkenneſs int 
a Fit. A FitI verily believe it was, but not ſuchafi 
as they pretend to, but ſach a one as Mr. Greens 
that then was one of the /chifrnatical Members told 


Friend of mine he ſaw him in, and fince he ns 
a Preacher at Dean-ſtreet too, viz. ſo Drunk, that i 
was aſham'd to ſee him, and ſo offenſive with the ſed 
of ſtrong Liquors that he could not do his {piritul 
Guide the Service, as to guide and aſſiſt the Caral 
Beaſt out of the Coach,which had whirled the Swinn 
his Stie : I don't ſay theſe are his very Words, butt 


Subſtance of them, as my Friend is ready to atteſt | 


on Oath, when he has a call to it. 


Had it been ſuch a Ftas they pretend to, a lor | 


(15) 
Gentleman, whom I forbear to mention at preſent 
would not have informed the Juſtices Clark, that he 
ſaw what Liquor he drank, nor can it be thought his 
own Wife would have paid five Shillings for it the 
next Morning to the Beadle, ordered to receive it for 
the uſe of the Poor, according to A& of Parliament 
provided in ſuch Caſe. _ 

By the pretence of a Fit, they hope to extennate 
his being in Company with that lewd Woman ; they 
ſay She and. her Bulies pickt him up for a Prize: If 
they, pickt him up before he was 1a the Fit they talk 
of, how doth that leſſen his Guilt ? 

If afterwards, I think *twas very Impratticable to 
feze upon a Man in ſo profound a Paroxiſm, as he- 
and they pretend, that he could neither go nor ſtand, 
and in the Street too, where all Paſſengers could not 
but be witneſſes of the Violence ofter'd him, and 
fear ſome Tragical Action wou'd enſue. But why 
ſhould I infiſt upon theſe Circumſtances, when the 
Matter relating to his being drunk, is atteſted upon 
Oath, than which I know no better Conviction? 

And as to the certainty of his being in her Compa- 


. | ny ſome hours before they were ſiezed in the Coach 


by Mr. Chappel, and conſequently a conſiderable time 
before it can be pretended he was in @ Fit, there 
needs no more than the following Confeſſion, and 
Atteſtation of two Perſons, who were Eye-Wit« 
teſſes, and Parties concerned in the Buſineſs, from 
firſt to laſt, as it is juſt now taken from their own 
Mouth, by ſeveral credible Perſons. 

They fay, As Am Graham, and ſeveral of her 
Companions were going from a certain Tavern on 


"im Smow-H.ll, they were met by Mr. R»fſel, as he appear- 


ed to be afterwards, who came upto her, endeavour- 
& to ſcrape Acquaintance, calling her Betty, and in- 


| Tited her to drink a Glaſs of Wine with him, but not 


ring accuſtomed to the Gilting Trade, ſhe was not 
compliant as the Docter expeced, which made 
him 
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him ſay he wondered at her Shineſs, - however figc 
his Coin was the thing ſhe wanted, ſhe accepted his 
offer, went with him into a Tavern not far fron 
Ludgate, where he gave her half a Guiney, to pre- 
ſtrate her Body; but that it ſeems was not enoughty 
pleaſe- the Gentlewoman, wherefore he promiſe 
more after ſhe ſhould have ſatisfied his Luſt, but tha 
not ſatisfying neither, and her Husband with other of 
her Gang waiting her Return, ſhe ſlipt from him out 
of a Back-door, and was purſued ſo cloſe by theTiph, 
blundering DoQor, that he overtook her near lu 
Fate, and thus accoſted her : Have I found you ? I nf 
bave my money again ;, but ſhe was not willing to that, 
and demauded of him wheretore he gave it her, which 
ſo exaſperated him, that he laid Hands upon her; anl 
threatned to take away her Gown, which unpind{ 
in the Scuffile. This violence raiſed the Mob, ard 
obliged her tocall a Coach for Santtuary, into whid 
for Company the DoQor crouded, reſolving not ty 
leave her ſo; but they were ſoon after ſtopped by Mr, 
Chapple, and had before Sir Edward Clark, as above. 
And, not to forget 'another very remarkable Er- 
ploit of this Man, I muſt let you know, That he pickt 
up another Man's. Wife in the Street, and was obliged 
by her Husband to make fatisfaQion. 
But notwithſtanding all theſe Crimes , none ws 
thought ſo fit as W. Ryſelto hear and determinetit 
Caſe of F: T. who was lately accuſed of ſchiſmatizug 
and uincleanneſs with lewd Women. Thrax ad Thr, 
compoſitus ,, one would wonder what they could expt 
to make him a Judge in this Caſe, which was ſo mull 
his own; that he could not condema it, without m# | 
king a Rod for his own Back ; but indeed it felloit | 
otherwiſe than a body would have thought; It 
| 


brought him in Guilty, the better, *tis like; to cor 
his own Hypoctiſy. 

Theſe are the two Mer, and theſe their Charalt", 
mighty Sticklers agaialſt 27. C. and great Pretenien 
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Age, this too is but. the old Story, that we had be- 
| D 
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to Rehigion, but in reality praftical Atheiſts, Theſe are 
the Men, who under the pretence of Religious Zeal, 

ounce A. C. a Perſon not to be communicated 
with, and damn him for a curſed Hererick, becauſe, 
forſooth, he is not Orthodox, as they call it, in the 
Dodrine of the Trinity z and the mean time them- 
ſelves deny the very Being of God, Father, Sor, and 
Holy Ghoſt, by their wicked and ungodly Practices. 
Clodins accuſat mechos, Catalina Cethegam. 

The Matters of Fat, (to uſe their own Words, 
vutatis mutaxds, as | find them in their late Pamphlet ) 
being ſo evident that they cannot be denied, *tis Mat- 
ter of Wonder how any that are ſound in the Faith, 
can own ſuch a Party of Men as theſe are, for they 
are juſtly chargeable with conniving at, aiding and 
abetting Perſons guilty of theſe wicked Crimes. 

And therefore under the ſpecious pretences of op- 

ſing Hereſy, for theſe Men to embrace and receive 
into their Communion, and to deligate as a Meſſen- 
ger of the Goſpel, a Perſon guilty of unparale['d Im- 
morality, is certainly the greateſt Prejudice that can 
be done to the Intereſt of Chriſt, which loudly calls 
for every one that loves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fin- 
cerity to bear their Teſtimony againſt them. 

Hearken therefore, Beloved Brethren, to the Call 
atgoe, 2 Cor. 6. 17. Wherefore come out from amongſt 
them, and be ye ſeperate, ſaith the Lord, touch not the un- 
clean thing, and I will receive you : for 'tis impoſlible to 


have Communion with ſuch Men, who are guilty of 
Lying, Drunkenneſs, and Debauchery, but you muſt 
E needs be defiled. 


But they ſay, their Friend Raſſel is reformed, and 


isreally become a new Creature. So they ſaid for- 


merly after he was dealt with at Barbican. Ay, but 
now denies himſelf, they ſay, the comfort of ſtrong 
Liquor, which ſhould make his Heart glad in his old 


fore 
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fore ad nauſeam uſque. Beſides *tis but the Omen'qf 
a Carnal Mortification; ſo that I cannot tell howto 
believe there is any real Change, tho I ſincerely pyo- 
feſs, I ſhould be very glad if there were, for I have 
not the leaſt perſonal Grudg againſt the Man, bu 
wiſh him as well as my own Soul; and therefore 1 
promiſe, to enquire about it, and if Mr. H. Collins can 
{ay he treated him at Whires- Ally with a moderat 
and Chriſtian Spirit, and if the Authors of the Por. 
mouth Diſputation can pronounce him a Man of Trath 
and Honeſty, I will certainly believe he is Reformed 
in a great Meaſure. | 


4 


Advertiſement. 


am deſired Y, a Friend informed of this Paper's coming 
] abroad, and of Mr. Ruſſel's deſign to publiſh ſpeedily a 
Vindication of his Account--of the Portſmouth Diſputati- 
on, to acquaint the Reader, there 1s a Book preparing for 
the Preſs, which is to bear the Title of Anunwadverſions 
on the Impartial Account, and Dialogue of the Portſ= 
mouth Diſpute, &c. Jn which alſo the Arguments, and 
Objeftions of the maſt eminent Aſſertors of Infant Baptiſm 
mill be examined, both, as they relate to the Subjetts of it, 
and to the Mode of Adminiſtration; The thing in Contro- 
verſy betwi-xt us inquired into , and the Queſtion truly ſta- 
ted, which hath been generally miſtaken by the Pedobaptiſts, 
and their Grounds for Infant Baptiſm, proved to evert and 
deftroy the Foundation of the Proteſtant Religion in general, 
and Separation from the National Church in particular ; 
And Believers Baptiſm defended by Topicks not ſubjeft to 
the common and popular Objeftions, &c. By Perſons alte- 


gether unwilling to let the Cauſe depend onthe Management 


ef the Cambridge Doftor. But the time of its Publicati« 
on cannot be ſet, it may be half a Tear or more, 


